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JudyClark,director ofTriple RPets,feedsAdmiral NelsonTuesday. Triple RPetsis the parent 
organizationof the Trap NeuterRetumprogram,whichCookCountynamedasthe preferredway 
to managethe area'sferal cat population. 

Program boosts cat health, 
prevents euthani ation 
ByCarl Brokamp. cbrokamp@mysuburbanlife.com 

JudyClark,director ofTripleRPets, said 
the volunteer-staffed, nonprofit animal 
advocacyorganization'sTrapNeuter Return 
- or TNR- programhas resulted in more 
humane livingconditions for the southwest 
suburban feralcat population. 

Last October,the CookCounty Boardof 
Commissioners gavefurther relevanceto 
the group'swork,namingTNRthe preferred 
method ofmanagingthe area's feralcat 
population. The groupalsohas entered into 
an agreementwith the village ofLaGrange 
to assist residents and providethe services. 

QWhat is the goal 
of the program? 

A- The goalof the programis to reduce 
1"1. the overpopulationof cats on the 
street .Weabsolutelyneed to reduce the 
population because there are so many 
unwanted pets. Ifyoufind feralcats when 
they are 4 weeks old, these are cats that end 
up in shelters being euthanized. There's just 
not enoughhomes to goaround. 

QWhy this 
method? . ­

A- We have found and studies show going 
1"1. after an effective TNRprogrambrings 

Want toknow more? 
To findout moreabout TripleRPets' 
rapNeuter Returnprogramandother 

services,visit www.triplerpets.org or call 
DirectorJudyClarkat (708) 829-9371. 

downnumbersseenin the shelter system 
and reducesthe number ofcats euthanized 
substantially. Also, cats canlivea much 
healthierlifeon the street afterTNR.It 
makessurethe cats out there arespayedor 
neutered, rabies vaccinatedandtested for 
FIV(feline AIDS) and feline leukemia. These 
cats areout here, and we're nevergoingto get 
rid of thein,but one of the waysto combatit 
is to makesure these cats areproperlyvetted. 

QHowmany cats has the program 
helped? 

A- It depends on how youdefine the 
1"1. numbers,but directlywe've done 
more than 400 cats in the past 18months. 
Wepaid for them and provided the trans­
port. Sometimes there's a home taking care 
of a colony of feral cats, or a block or busi­
ness, and a lot of times we assist the care­
taker (in administering the program). 
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